Radio Show, June 3, 2005
Intro:

Welcome to Sierra Nevada Earth First! Radio, we come to you live on the first Friday of every month at 3:00 pm and we invite your calls at 266-8888, that’s 266-8888

also, visit us at our website, Sierra Nevada Earth First!, you can find us through the search engines, we come up as the first response to Sierra Nevada Earth First! or you can type sierranevadaearthfirst, all one word, check out the website and send us any questions, comments or suggestions, 

Mike’s taking a break, so it’s just you and me today, and we’re talking about animals, hybrid animals, chimeras or part-human, part-animal creatures like pigs with human blood, sheep with human livers, and mice with human brains….we’re also talking about animal liberation activists and their defense of animals….it’s the fastest growing and most confrontational activism in the United States today…what to do you think about creating half-human, half-animal creatures to harvest human organs and conduct experiments…..do animals have rights?  Call us at 266-8888 with your answer to these questions
A quote for the day from one of the grandparents of Deep Ecology and radical environmentalism, American naturalist Aldo Leopold, in 1947 he wrote “We abuse the land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us.  When we see the land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”  Well said, Mr. Leopold
Some quick news:

A California wildflower, the beautiful pink and maroon Mount Diablo buckwheat, long believed extinct, was found blooming in the Mount Diablo area by researchers from UC-Berkeley.  Researchers won’t identify exactly where but plan to preserve the plant in greenhouses as the flower’s natural environment is almost disappeared under economic and population growth.    
Believe it or not, scientists continue to discover new species of mammals…..Along with a recently discovered striped rabbit, an entirely new species of rodent found in Laos that’s unlike any other seen before, called a ga-nyou, it’s sort of a cross between a large squirrel and a mountain marmot but with a really long nose…..researchers also discovered a new species of monkey in Tanzania, Africa.  Called the highland mangabey is three feet tall and, with its thick fur, lives as high as 8000 feet up in the Tanzanian mountains.  

Canada added 43 more animals to its Species at Risk list.  As Canada’s Artic Islands melt from global warming and the Artic accumulates pesticide and other synthetic chemical contamination, birds, sea mammals, and caribou species disappear.  We’ve discussed the astonishing changes in the Artic on previous shows and, no doubt, the subject will come up again. 
Okay, takes a look at the unbelievable changes in animal research….and I promise that nothing I report here is science fiction, even if it seems to strange to believe

Let’s talk about hybrids and chimeras and human embryos and stem cells
First let’s spell out the difference between hybrids and chimeras.  Hybrids combine DNA from two unique species to produce a third species….Mules, a cross between horses and donkeys, are hybrids….gardeners have lots of hybrid rose plants in their gardens….chimeras are creatures that literally contain parts from different creatures….like Frankenstein’s monster….chimeras contain two different population of cells each with the own DNA….so a pig with human blood is a chimera and a sheep with a human liver and a momma goat whose breasts produce spider web instead of goat’s milk (Nexia)….how about a mouse that peers out of the bars in its cage with human brain cells working inside its head….all of these creatures exist right now…..give KFCF a call at 266-8888 with questions or comments about animal-human creatures….
Basically, the idea is to place various kinds of human stem cells into non-human animals to create part-human, part animal creatures….that’s what Dr. Moreau did on his island in the science fiction classic….At this point, few rules exist….how human-like should an animal become before you think we crossed the line? 
Since pigs and humans are so much alike, pig fetuses are a favorite target for chimera research….human stem cells are placed into pig fetuses to produce a pig with human blood…these pigs were discovered to have not only pig and human blood cells, but, also a fused hybrid cell that contain both pig and human DNA….a genuine half-pig, half-human blood cell…..since pigs already act as a pipeline to transmit animal diseases like avian flu into humans ….creating a pig with human blood cells and hybrid human-pig blood cells seems risky….
At a research facility outside Reno, Nevada, sheep with 80% human livers have been created….sheep skin, hearts, and other organs are becoming increasingly human….as reported in the Reno Gazette Journal, beginning in 2002, research animals who’d outlived their usefulness were no longer incinerated, but some were buried and some may have been rendered in to fat and sold as animal feed….meaning the sheep-human chimeras may have entered the human food supply….the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced this week that the University of Nevada, Reno mistreated and neglected research animals, and cited 46 separate violations of federal animal welfare regulations….
Stanford University researchers created mice with human brain cells…they injected human neurons into mouse embryos and produced chimera mice with brains that are one percent human, and they plan to create mice with completely human brains next year…..the fetal mice with completely human brains will be killed in vitro and their brains examined…..if forensic evidence confirms that the mice embryos have human brains, scientists will allow the next set of mice chimeras to be born so that they can study the adult behavior of mice with human brains…. those of you among God’s faithful….is this proper behavior?  Does our unease, even fear, of these part-human, part-animal creatures reflect some deeper wisdom about nature or are we simply afraid of the unknown?  Genesis, Chapter 1, Verse 24 and 25 reads,  “And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind. And it was so.  God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.”  Does the Bible’s admonition that animals should multiply “after their kind” represent a moral position?  Give me a call at 266-8888 and tell us what you think.
Two weeks ago in South Korea, scientists reported that they developed a highly efficient process for producing cloned human embryos and then harvesting their stem cells…..the article on the research appeared in the journal, Science, last month…..scientists can now collect DNA from an individual patient, produce cloned human embryos of that patient, and harvest stem cells from the embryo….the next step is to use the individualized stem cells to grow new organs and other parts for the patient…thus creating cloned hearts, lungs, livers, etc….animals are being tested to serve as Petri dishes within which to grow the new human parts….the only rule governing the use of human embryos is that for stem cell harvesting they should not be allowed to grow beyond 14 days or until the point where the body axis and central nervous system called the primitive streak begin to form
And it’s not just animal-human chimeras…..researchers transplanted embryonic pig pancreas cells into diabetic rats to cure diabetes….the new pig-rats sustained proper insulin levels as their new pancreas successfully replaced rat insulin with pig insulin….Dr. Marc Hammerman has received permission to transplant embryonic pig pancreas stem cells into diabetic monkeys as the next step toward curing human diabetes....we may be one generation away from the time where animal-human fetuses receive stem cells injections to produce animal-human chimeras that grow individualized human organs inside their bodies for transplantation into yours….entire herds of part-human, part-animal creatures used for as a spare parts yard by the medical industry…..remember that California voters approved a 3 billion dollar fund to expand stem cell research….did any of you hear about this kind of research during the campaign?
Let’s take on the medical industry for one moment here….it’s a big area to cover with lots of issues, and I share everyone’s appreciation and respect for medical professionals who help so many of us….but I’m looking at report issued last week from the American Diabetes Association supporting new Congressional legislation to use embryonic stem cell research to cure diabetes….in their announcement, the American Diabetes Association claims that 1 in 3 Americans born in the year 2000 will develop diabetes in their lifetime…that’s a lot of people…..the current cost of diabetes care now exceeds 160 billion dollars each year….a serious problem to solve and lots of our family and friends to care for….but instead of taking on the sugar industries, instead of addressing the poisonous effects of our diet on our bodies, we’re going to spend billion of research dollars and tens of billions of medical care dollars to use human embryos to create replacement parts for patients, in many cases using animals to grow new parts for humans….does this sound like dangerously strange logic to anyone but me?  Give me a call at 266-8888 and share your thoughts….

Do changes in behavior tag along with stem cell transplants from one species to another?  Dr. Evan Balaban at McGill University in Canada transplanted small sections of quail brains into baby chicken brains.  The baby chickens developed the head bobbing and vocal trilling sound of quail…will routine transplantation of part-human, part-animal organs produce behavioral changes?  
Animal Liberation Front activists expand their activities considerably in the past year as animal experimentation and DNA alterations to create chimeras increased across the country…..universities now conduct secret experiments to keep wary publics from learning the extent of experimental changes in animals and to keep animal liberation activists from destroying university laboratories……does the Animal Liberation Front have an argument worth making?  They’re burning down university labs, research facilities, corporate offices….they even burn down transgenic crop fields
University laboratories responded to public concerns about animal experimentation and the ALF and ELF attacks.  Animal testing and experimentation has become a closely held secret on university campuses.  No one announced proposed experiments publicly, only the results afterwards.  The National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges recently issued guidelines to protect university research facilities, including the creation of specific plans and threat assessment teams.  Universities now routinely monitor campus facilities and grounds with remote video cameras.  In other words, animal experimentation has now reached the point where it’s conducted in secret in secured facilities.  
Mike wanted me share the following story from Earth First!

Prosecutors in Chicago announced in investigation into recent animal deaths at the Lincoln Park Zoo. 

Two elephants, two gorillas, a camel and three endangered Francois langur monkeys have died at Lincoln Park in recent months. Another elephant died shortly after it was moved to a facility in Utah.

PETA, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, sent a letter to State’s Attorney Richard Devine urging a criminal investigation.  Earth First! and PETA repeatedly referred to Lincoln Park and other zoos as animal prisons.  
Nearly 200 people also protested outside the Chicago prison, calling for the ouster of the facility’s president. 

You might object that it is not fair for Earth First! to compare zoos to prisons; and you’re right. These wild animals did nothing to deserve being put in a cage. Moreover, while human prisoners live out their days in captivity, many older zoo animals, having lost their viewer appeal, are sent to captive hunting farms where “sportsmen” pay to kill them and hang them up as “trophies.” Stop supporting animal prisons: say no to zoos, circuses, animal research and vivisection, slaughterhouses, fur farms, and rodeos—animal liberation right now.

Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) is the largest contract animal testing lab in Europe. They kill 500 animals a day in tests for products such as weedkiller, food colourings and drugs. Huntingdon also has offices in the United States.
Undercover work by a group called SHAC, Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, revealed painful and horrific experiments on animals at Huntingdon labs.  One of these involved the food coloring that is used to dye the flesh of farmed salmon and trout and is also used in sun tanning pills. This experiment was carried out for the pharmaceutical company Hoffman La Roche. According to Sarah Kite, who worked undercover at HLS for over a year, the substance was considered so harmful that the staff cleaning out the animal's pens had to wear oxygen suits.  The research animal of choice for HLS is beagle puppies because of their general docility and unwillingness to bite even their tormentors at HLS.
You may find these descriptions shocking. If you have the stomach for it you can check out SHAC’s video at www.shac.net. 

Video and other evidence released by SHAC activists and former HLS employees led to the temporary suspension of HLS testing and the prosecution of HLS technicians for animal cruelty. 
Animal Liberation Front and SHAC activists have engaged in direct action against HLS for years. They have conducted hundreds of raids to liberate HLS research animals.  In the US the activists have been targeted for prosecution under the new Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. The Act classifies anyone who "physically disrupts" an animal enterprise as a terrorist. In 2004 the FBI filed charges against seven SHAC activists for violating the AETA. The charges stem from these activists' alleged participation in an international campaign to close Huntingdon Life Sciences. 

Specifically, these activists operated a website that reported on and expressed ideological support for protest activity against Huntingdon and its business affiliates. For this they are charged with "terrorism" and face an aggregate of 23 years in Federal Prison and millions of dollars in fines. For more information or to provide support for the SHAC activists contact www.shac7.com. 

MEAT IS MURDER

By nature, people are sympathetic and compassionate. When they see pain and suffering they want it to end. In this sense, Christ’s golden rule—do unto others as you would have them do unto you—comes naturally.  And this natural compassion is not restricted to humans. Most people when they learn the truth about where their meat comes from, instinctively recoil and turn away from the corporate meat industry. That’s why the industry and the corporate media show the most inane advertising about happy cows and weight lifting chickens but never and we mean never show actual footage of animal factories, feedlots, and, especially, slaughterhouses. Clipping off chickens’ beaks, castrating male piglets, and force feeding ducks and geese—all while the animals are fully conscious is routine activity in the meat industry. Using earth movers to dump live male baby chicks on egg farms into dumpsters is commonplace—male baby chicks are a useless by-product on egg farms. Similarly, if you drink milk you may as well eat veal because, even at the most humane dairies, male calves are, again, a useless by-product. They go to the veal industry where they are chained up in darknes and pumped full of steroids and anti-biotics only to be slaughtered after a few months. Or, like other animal by-products of the meat industry they are ground up and fed to other animals. 

It’s not just veal calves that are caged in so that they can’t move. Egg-laying hens are stuffed into tiny battery cages so small that they can neither stand up nor turn around. Hogs are often kept in tiny pens so that turning around is a fantasy. Hogs and other similarly mistreated  animals develop neurotic behaviors like bar biting, staring, and monotonously rocking back and forth. These unhealthy, unnatural, and extremely unsanitary conditions create serious health problems for the animals, hence the extreme use of anti-biotics and the largest single source of pesticide use in the US.  

If none of what we are saying is good enough for years then we have just one question—why is it good enough for your stomach? Take off your blinders. If you love animals stop contributing to their torture and death.

Now let’s suppose for the sake of argument that everything we just described is not true—that animals led placid happy lives before being slaughtered for meat. You might then, in a sense, be able to say you loved animals. But you couldn’t say you loved the earth. The greatest threat to the global environment, barring thermonuclear war, is not automobiles or acid rain; it is the meat industry. The environmental cost of providing herbivores with a carnivorous diet is truly colossal. The more than 1 billion pigs, 1.3 billion cows, 1.8 billion sheeps and goats, and 13.5 billion chickens that our earth is home to on any given day need some place to live; they need food and water, and they need a place for their waste.

So, here are a few facts for you so-called environmentalist carnivores:

· Number of acres of U.S. forest which have been cleared to create cropland to produce a meat-centered diet: 260 million 
· Amount of trees spared per year by each individual who switches to a pure vegetarian diet: 1 acre
· Amount of meat imported annually by U.S. from Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras and Panama: 200 million pounds 
· Current rate of species extinction due to destruction of tropical rainforests and related habitats: 1,000 species a year 
 
Production of excrement by total U.S. human population: 12,000 pounds per second 
· Production of excrement of U.S. livestock: 250,000 pounds per second 
· Sewage systems in U.S. feedlots: Nil 
  
· Of all water used for all purposes in the United States, more than half goes to: livestock production 
· Enough water goes into the production of the average cow to: float a U.S. Naval destroyer 
· Water needed to produce a pound of wheat: 25 gallons
· Water needed to produce a pound of meat: 2,500 gallons
· Cost of common hamburger meat if water used by meat industry was not subsidized by U.S. taxpayers: $35 a pound 
· Current cost for pound of protein from wheat: $1.50
· Current cost for pound of protein from beefsteak: $15.40 
 

Use the Natural Resources Argument
· Meat production and livestock take up 80% of U cropland
· Percentage of U.S. cropland lost each year to soil erosion: 4 million acres (size of Connecticut) 
· Percentage of U.S. topsoil loss directly associated with livestock raising: 85 
· 78 calories of fossil fuel energy to produce one calorie of beef protein; c calories of fossil fuel to produce one calorie of soybean
· Length of time world's petroleum reserves would last if all human beings ate vegetarian diet: 260 years
· Barrels of oil U.S. would have to import to meet present demand if 10% of population became fully vegetarian: None 
 

Use the Pesticide Argument
· Leading source of pesticide residues in the U.S. diet: Meat—55% 
· Second leading source of pesticide residues in the U.S. diet: Dairy products—23% 
· Total pesticide residues in U.S. diet supplied by vegetables: 6% 
· Total pesticide residues in U.S. diet supplied by fruits: 4% 
· Total pesticide residues in U.S. diet supplied by grains: 1% 
· Pesticide contamination in breast milk of meat-eating mothers compared to pesticide contamination in breast milk of vegetarian mothers: 35 times as high
· For years, the USDA reassured us by stamping meats "Choice" or "U.S. No. 1 USDA" with: Violet Dye No. 1 
· Reason USDA no longer does this: Violet Dye No. 1 proven carcinogenic and banned 

 

· Human beings who could be fed the grain and soybeans eaten by U.S. livestock: 1.3 billion 
· Percentage of food grown in United States eaten by human beings: 20 
· Percentage of food grown in United States eaten by livestock: 80 
· Percentage of U.S. agricultural land used to produce beef alone: 56
· Pounds of grain and soybeans needed to produce 1 pound of feedlot beef: 16 
· Pounds of protein fed to chickens to produce 1 pound of protein as chicken flesh: 5 pounds 
· Pounds of protein fed to hogs to produce 1 pound of protein as hog flesh: 7.5 pounds 
· How frequently a child dies of starvation: Every 2 seconds 
· Number of children who starve to death every day: 40,000 
· Number of people who will starve to death this year: 60 million 
· Number of pure vegetarians who can be fed on the amount of land needed to feed 1 person consuming meat-based diet: 20 
· Number of people who could be adequately fed by the grain saved if Americans reduced their intake of meat by only 10%: 60 million 
 

Use the Ethical Argument 
· McDonalds tells us: billions sold
· McDonalds doesn't tell us: billions slaughtered and butchered 
· Response McDonalds clown, Ronald McDonald required to tell children who ask where hamburgers come from—“the hamburger patch.” Doesn't tell children: Hamburgers are ground up cows who've either been electrocuted or been shot in the head with a .22 and had their throats slit. 
· Number of animals killed for meat per second in U.S.: 300
· Number of animals killed for meat in U.S. each year: 10 billion — or more than the entire human population on Earth 
· Bottom line: you cannot be a meat eater and an environmentalist.
